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SUBJ: VISIT TO WASHINGTON OF CHIEF OF BOLIVIAN ARMED FORCES STAEF 

REE: LA PAZ 3617 

1. WE HAVE HAD SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH MG VICTOR GONZALES 
FUENTES CONCERNING HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON. THE GENERAL NOW 
PLANS TO DEPART LA PAZ ON 19 MAY TO BE IN WASHINGTON 22-24 MAY. 

2. HIS MAIN INTERESTS REMAIN AS OUTLINED IN REF MSG: USG 
SUPPORT OF BOLIVIAN ARMED EORCES CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS AND 
FMS CREDITS. ARMS PURCHASES REMAIN A POSSIBLE TOPIC, 

ALTHOUGH GEN GONZALES INDICATED THAT THIS IS NOT A PRINCIPAL 
INTEREST. 

A. CIVIC ACTION: GEN GONZALES WILL BE SEEKING ASSISTANCE 
(ESPECIALLY LOANS WITH LOW INTEREST AND 20-30 YEAR MATURITIES) FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF SUPPORTING ARMED FORCES CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS 
IN THE NORTH AND NORTHEAST FRONTIER AREAS. THESE PROGRAMS ARE 
AIMED AT EXTENDING THE PRESENCE OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT TO 
BOLIVIANS LIVING IN REMOTE FRONTIER AREAS WHO ARE NOW MORE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LA PAZ 03850 162201Z 

INFLUENCED BY NEIGHBOR NATIONS THAN BY GOB. THESE PROGRAMS 
CENTER ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SMALL POPULATION NUCLEI, AN 
INFRASTRUCTURE OF COMMUNICATION LINKS (ROAD, AIR, TELEPHONE), 

AND BASIC EDUCATION. COMMENT: THESE ARE GOOD PROJECTS. THEY 
ASSIST REMOTE LOW INCOME POPULATION AREAS AND ENCOURAGE 
THE NATION BUILDING EFFORTS OF THE BOLIVIAN ARMED EORCES. 
ALTHOUGH IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT ANY OF OUR CONVENTIONAL 
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PROGRAMS ARE TAILORED TO MEET THIS REQUIREMENT (I.E. FMS 
CREDIT TERMS ARE LIMITED BY LEGISLATION TO PAYBACK PERIODS OF 
NOT MORE THAN TWELVE YEARS AND USAID PROJECTS ARE NOT 
ADMINISTERED THROUGH THE MILITARY), THE FACT REMAINS THAT 
SUPPORT OF THESE PROGRAMS WOULD BE TO OUR SHORT AND LONG 
RANGE BENEEIT HERE. 

B. EMS CREDITS: THE PRINCIPAL INTEREST CENTERS ON OBTAINING 
THE SOFTEST POSSIBLE TERMS EOR THE EY78 CREDITS, ESPECIALLY THOSE 
EAR MARKED EOR THE MILITARY HOSPITAL ($6 MILLIONS). COMMENT: 
SEPTEL PROVIDES THE EMBASSY POSITION PERTINENT TO THE EY7( 
CREDITS. WITH REGARD TO EUTURE CREDITS, THE GENERAL MAY 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OP INCREASING PY79 EMS CREDITS ABOVE 
THE CURRENT CPD LEVEL ($6 MILLION). I CONTINUE TO VIEW THE 
STEEP REDUCTION FROM THE PY78 LEVEL (14 MILLIONS) TO THE 
PY78 CPD PIGURE OP $6 MILLIONS AS A MISTAKE AND HOPE, 

SHOULD THE SUBJECT ARISE, THAT DEPARTMENT WILL BE ABLE TO BE 
CONSTRUCTIVE AND FORTHCOMING IN DISCUSSIONS WITH GEN GONZALES. 

3. GEN GONZALES OCCUPIES AN INFLUENTIAL POSTION. HIS VOICE WILL BE 
HEARD, AND PERHAPS HIS ADVICE HEEDED, IN THE INTERNAL DEBATE 

AS TO THE EUTURE (POST ELECTION) COURSE WHICH THE ARMED 
PORCES WILL POLLOW. THAT IS A PROGRAM EMPHASIZING CIVIC ACTION, 
ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION, TRANSPORTATION, AND EQUIPPING AND 
TRAINING OF LIGHT INFANTRY/ARTILLERY ORIENTED PORCES; OR A 
PROGRAM DEPENDENT UPON THE PROCUREMENT OF EXPENSIVE, MORE 
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POTENT AND REGIONALLY DESTABILIZING WEAPONS SYSTEMS. THE 
ANSWERS/ENCOURAGEMENT WHICH HE RECEIVES IN WASHINGTON WILL 
BE IMPORTANT. 

4. PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE (19 MAY), I WOULD LIKE TO BE 

ABLE TO PROVIDE GEN GONZALES THE NAMES OP APPROPRIATE WASH- 
INGTON OPFICIALS WHO WILL BE PREPARED TO MEET WITH HIM, 
TOGETHER WITH TENTATIVE APPOINTMENT TIMES. SHORT OP THAT, I 
WOULD AT LEAST LIKE TO INPORM HIM THAT DEPARTMENT IS AWARE 
OP HIS VISIT AND WILL BE IN CONTACT WITH THE BOLIVIAN EMBASSY 
CONCERNING DETAILS. 

BOEKER 


LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 

Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PERSONNEL, ARMED FORCES, MILITARY VISITS, MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS, MILITARY CREDIT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAPAZ03850 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780207-0165 

Format: TEL 
From: LA PAZ 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780555/aaaabug].tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ff4dc1 9c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LA PAZ 3617 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2680175 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT TO WASHINGTON OF CHIEF OF BOLIVIAN ARMED FORCES STAFF 
TAGS: MILL MASS, BL, IS, (GONZALES FUENTES, VICTOR) 

To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ff4dc1 9c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



